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Why Sketch?
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Rapid Idea Generation
To Remain Unhindered by Technology

Because you are Desperately Seeking a Solution



Preparing to Sketch



UNDERSTANDING YOUR OBJECTIVE.

During the initial sketching phase, we are 
defining what it is, not what it looks like. 
Sketching is a practice in which you are 
attempting to generate as many ideas as 
possible—the good, the bad, the really bad, 
the brilliant, and the absurd. 

The sketchbook becomes a venue for  
creativity and research to come together. 
Your research mixed with a touch of magic 

can blend together to create a unique and 
compelling design.

Be open in the process —consider all your 
ideas whether or not you think they are 

“good”. They may lead you somewhere.
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GATHER YOUR TOOLS.

Try to capture your creativity it 
by not interrupting its flow. One 
method to acheive this would  
be to keep all of your tools within 
arms reach. Different papers, 
pens, pencils and markers.

FIND YOUR SPACE.

Do you work best in a quiet  
corner of your living room? Or 
does the bustling atmosphere 
of a coffee shop inspire you. Try 
different creative spaces to see 
which works for you. 

FIND YOUR TIME.

Are you more of an at-dawn  
creative or a till-the-break-of-
dawn type? You may find your 
creativity flows at different times 
of day. Try them all to see what 
suits you.
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Putting the Pen to Paper
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FOCUS ON IDEAS, NOT AESTHETICS.

Strong illustrative skills are not necessary in the 
sketching phase. Focus on the idea behind the 
sketch and not the sketch quality. Being finicky 
about the look of your sketches could interrupt the 
creativity. Get the ideas on paper no matter what 
they look like.
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BE INCLUSIVE OF ALL CONTENT.

Focus on ideas that incorporate all of the content; 
not only one aspect of it. Avoid exclusion.
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WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?

Your sketchbook is as unique as a snowflake. There 
is no right or wrong. Some designers’ sketchbooks 
are filled with scribbles while others prefer to work 
in tidy grids. Many incorporate written notes,  
others don’t. This is the time for you to explore 
how you sketch.
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HOUSE INDUSTRIES





HOUSE INDUSTRIES



AS YOU ARE SKETCHING, ASK YOURSLEF:

“What is the idea?”
“What does it mean?”

We will worry about what it “looks like” later.



Rodrigo Corral



I’ve spent years in used bookstores 
and magazine shops looking,  

admiring, and collecting, and this is 
all a part of the “design process”. The 
things I have stored in my brain and 

all that is still out there to see and 
learn are all part of the process.







I think it’s relatively safe to say that everything I do and encounter and 
experience in life affects my work in some way because it strengthens 
my visual archive. RODRIGO CORRAL: Metropolis Interview




