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GOOD RAG BAD RAG



RAGS
A good rag reinforces the edge of the text block and minimizes the 

appearance of distracting negative shapes.
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JUSTIFICATION
Achieving the appearance of consistent spacing is the goal. Avoid “rivers”  

and shifts in density.
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A reasonable working minimum for justified text in English 
is the 40-character line. Shorter lines may compose  
perfectly well with sufficient luck and patience,  
but in the long run, justified lines averaging  
less than 38 or 40 characters will lead to white  
acne or pig bristles: a rash of erratic and splotchy word 
spaces or an epidemic of hyphenation. When the line is 
short, the text should be set ragged right. In large doses,  
even ragged-right composition may look anorexic if  
the line falls below 30 characters, but in small and isolated  
patches—ragged marginal notes, for example—the mini-
mum line (if the language is English) can be as little as 12 
or 15 characters.

A reasonable working minimum for justified text in English
is the 40-character line. Shorter lines may compose per-
fectly well with sufficient luck and patience, but in the long 
run, justified lines averaging less than 38 or 40 characters  
will lead to white acne or pig bristles: a rash of erratic and 
splotchy word spaces or an epidemic of hyphenation. When 
the line is short, the text should be set ragged right. In large 
doses, even ragged-right composition may look anorexic 
if the line falls below 30 characters, but in small and iso-
lated patches—ragged marginal notes, for example—the 
minimum line (if the language is English) can be as little 
as 12 or 15 characters.



INDESIGN  
SETTINGS

Word Spacing
The space between words

Letter Spacing
The space between  
individual characters. 

Glyph Scaling 
Stretching or condensing  
individual glyphs
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