
Shaping the Page  
& Using a Grid



Proportions of the Page



A page, like a building or  
a room, can be any size and  

proportion, but some  
are distinctly more pleasing  

than others.

WATCH A VIDEO >

SHAPING THE PAGE & USING A GRID	 Proportions of the Page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIkhcIHf-oc


PIERRE KOENIG

The Stahl House
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Sed convallis libero justo, quis placerat 
nulla pretium at. Aliquam et libero eget 
mauris facilisis suscipit ut sit amet felis. 
Phasellus dignissim ornare commodo. 
Donec at orci a justo pretium lacinia sed 
sodales enim. Nulla metus est, interdum 
ut scelerisque non, pellentesque quis 
massa. Vestibulum vitae lacinia tellus. 
In faucibus dapibus facilisis. Donec so-
dales faucibus enim vel placerat. Nullam 
vel eleifend arcu. Nullam pharetra justo 
diam, et ornare massa luctus vel. Donec 
placerat malesuada mi ut accumsan. Ali-
quam varius dapibus ex ac ullamcorper. 
Donec a ultricies nisi.
     Aenean lectus augue, aliquet ut velit 
non, consectetur rhoncus diam. Cura-
bitur mi nunc, sodales a massa eget, 
ornare congue lorem. Donec accumsan 
urna ut nulla rutrum fringilla. Morbi 
pulvinar nulla quam, vitae faucibus 
tellus sollicitudin vitae.

Sed convallis libero justo, quis placerat 
nulla pretium at. Aliquam et libero 
eget mauris facilisis suscipit ut sit 
amet felis. Phasellus dignissim ornare 
commodo. Donec at orci a justo pre-
tium lacinia sed sodales enim. Nulla 
metus est, interdum ut scelerisque 
non, pellentesque quis massa. Ves-
tibulum vitae lacinia tellus. In fauc-
ibus dapibus facilisis. Donec sodales 
faucibus enim vel placerat. Nullam 
vel eleifend arcu. Nullam pharetra 
justo diam, et ornare massa luctus 
vel. Donec placerat malesuada mi ut 
accumsan. Aliquam varius dapibus ex 
ac ullamcorper. Donec a ultricies nisi.
     Aenean lectus augue, aliquet ut velit 
non, consectetur rhoncus diam. Cura-
bitur mi nunc, sodales a massa eget, 
ornare congue lorem. Donec accumsan 
urna ut nulla rutrum fringilla. Morbi 
pulvinar nulla quam, vitae faucibus 
tellus sollicitudin vitae.

Lorem ipsum  
dolor sit amet 
consect etur. Lorem  

ipsum  
dolor sit 

amet 
consect 

etur.

Donec accumsan urna ut nulla rutrum fringilla. Morbi pulvinar 
nulla quam, vitae faucibus tellus sollicitudin vitae.

Donec accumsan urna ut 
nulla rutrum fringilla. Morbi 
pulvinar nulla quam, vitae fau-
cibus tellus sollicitudin vitae.
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Practicality
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Geometric Shapes
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Consider Content
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The Golden Ratio

1. 2. 3. 4.

CREATE USING GEOMETRIC SHAPES

A

A+B

A+B is to A as A is to B

B

1 to 1.61803



TYPE FIRST PROPORTION CONTENT

ECONOMY STRUCTURE

The page bends to the type— 
typography has rules that the 

page must accommodate.

The page is a tangible  
proportion. Make it a  

pleasing one. 

Consider the content—both  
text and image—when  
choosing a page size.

Consider practical use of  
materials to minimize cost  

and waste.

Ensure that the pagination and 
order is clear to the reader.

1

4

2

5

3
When choosing a page size, keep in mind:
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Developing & Using a Grid



A grid is developed by 
the designer to provide 
underlying structure to 

the content.
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Here you can see the 
grid that I created for 
typography lectures.

This is a 12-column grid 
that will accommodate a 
large variety of content.
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Single Column Grid
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Multi-Column Grid
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Multi-Column Grid with Anchor
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Modular Grid



MARGIN

FLOWLINE

MODULE

GUTTER

SPATIAL ZONE

COLUMN
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THE LIVE AREA
Inside of the margins—where most of your content will exist— 

creates a proportion on the page. Make it a pleasing one.

EVEN 
MARGINS

UNEVEN  
MARGINS



TYPE IMAGES & DISPLAY TYPE
Most type adheres to the grid— body copy strictly 

follows the grid. 
These can break the grid but it is ideal for the  

images to help reinforce it at times.
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FOLIOS & RUNNING HEADS
Navigational devices exist within the margin—usually on the outer edge of the 

page. Be sure to leave enough room to accommodate the content. 
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COLUMNS
The number of columns is entirely up to you. Numbers that are divisible by 2, 

3, and/or 4 can be nice to work with due to their flexibility.
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GUTTERS
The width of the gutter should be sufficient for the reader to easily distinguish 

the end and beginning of columns.



CREATE TEST COMMIT

Create a grid that suits your page 
size and content. 

• �Adjust the margins with  
consideration to folds, binding, 
and typography.

• �Consider a multi-column or 
modular grid. 

Test the grid to ensure it supports 
the typography and layout.

• �The line length needs to be  
between 45 and 75 characters 
for body copy.

• �An ideal grid offers structure 
and freedom.

• �Ensure the pagination and  
order are clear to the reader.

Once you have created and tested 
your grid, adhere to it. 

• �If your grid isn’t working, adjust 
it, don’t needlessly break it.

2 31
Establishing a Grid
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Grids in Use
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NEWSPAPER
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POSTERS
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INTERFACE DESIGN
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PUBLICATION DESIGN
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BROCHURE
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BROCHURE
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VARIOUS COLLATERAL
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TRICKY GRID




