
An Introduction  
to Typography



Typographic Specializations



TYPE DESIGNER

A person who designs typefaces. 
Typically they are converted into 
digital files—fonts—and contain 
the entire alphabet and glyphs.

A person who draws letter forms 
rather than creating an entire  
alphabet. Often they are ornate 
or illustrative.

A person who arranges text 
blocks and letterforms according 
to the rules of typographic style 
and best design practices.
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WATCH A VIDEO >

https://vimeo.com/19429698


TYPE FOUNDRY
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WATCH A VIDEO >

https://modular4kc.com/2011/06/14/carlos-alejandros-trailer-for-house-industries-fonts/


LETTERER

THE ROLE & HISTORY OF TYPOGRAPHY Typographic Specializations

Jessica Hische



LETTERER: Jessica Hische

THE ROLE & HISTORY OF TYPOGRAPHY Typographic Specializations
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WATCH A VIDEO >

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ix2VDSIrE84
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The Roles of Typography



 ROBERT BRINGHURST The Elements of Typographic Style

“In a world rife with unsolicited messages,  
typography must often draw attention to itself 

before it will be read. Yet in order to be read,  
it must relinquish the attention it has drawn.  

Typography with anything to say therefore  
aspires to a kind of statuesque transparency.”    
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A virtually ignored trove of graphic design exists 
in Cuba dating from before the 1959 Cuban 
Revolution to the present. Nightlife ephemera 
from the pre-revolutionary casino era is a little 
more known outside its boarders as are the so-
called ‘revolutionary posters’ of the 1960s that 
presented a contemporary, indeed youthful, face 
of Castro’s regime. Yet much less appreciated 
by non-Cubans are the handmade silkscreen 
film posters for Cuban and international fllms, 
designed in abstract, surreal and impressionist 
styles, which far surpass, in terms of ingenuity, 
most posters designed to promote the same 
movies in the United States. 

Despite censorship in other areas, these Cuban 
film posters are freer than anything that could 
ever be produced in the 50 states. One reason 
is they would never survive the market testing 
or typical approval wringer. Their very existence 
raises the question: Why are posters produced 
for liberty-loving Hollywood, USA, generally so 
mundane, while posters promoting some of 
the same movies in Cuba, under government 
strictures, are so visually inventive? 
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INVITE REVEAL

CLARIFY LINK INDUCE

Welcome the reader 
into the content.

Reveal the tenor and 
meaning of the text.

Make clear the order 
and  structure.

Connect the text with 
other existing elements.

Induce a state of  
energetic repose.
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The primary role of  
typography is legibility. 

LEGIBILE

1
Bring life to the space in 

which the type lives.

ENLIVEN

2
TYPOGRAPHIC IDEALS











The Roles of the Typographer



 ROBERT BRINGHURST The Elements of Typographic Style

“Typography is the craft of endowing human  
language with a durable visual form.”
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READ INTERPRET CHOOSE

CONNECT POLISH HONOR

To accurately communicate  
the content, a typographer must  

read the text they are tasked  
to typeset.

Analyze the content to interpret 
its hierarchy and structure.  
Convey to this information  

clearly to the reader.

Select typefaces that suit the  
typographic task and with  

consideration for the tone and 
context of the text.

Ensure that the relationship  
between the typography and  

imagery/graphics is apparent.

Proper typesetting is revealed in 
the details. Pay close attention to 

the typographic specifics.

Treat typesetting seriously to 
honor the author, reader, and  

typography itself.
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THE ROLES OF THE TYPOGRAPHER



EMILY G.A. MOODY Assistant Professor, Kapi‘olani Community College

“Typography always.”

THE ROLE & HISTORY OF TYPOGRAPHY The Roles of the Typographer




